MYSTERY OF TIAHUANACO
FAB up on the Andean heights, nearly fifteen thou-
sand feet above the sea, and a few miles from the
shores of Lake Titicaca, are the remains of the
oldest and most mysterious city in the New World.
Here, on the very roof of the world, in a barren,
bleak and dreary land, are the ruins of Tiahuanaco,
once the mighty capital of a highly civilized people
whose origin, history and fall are unsolved mysteries,
whose feats of engineering seem almost superhuman,
whose sculptures have no counterpart in the entire
world* and who had vanished from the face of the
earth centuries before the fall of Rome. The in-
fluence of their art and their religion extended
throughout Peru, Bolivia and the Andean regions*
and yet, as far as is known, they were a race apart,
and in no other spot in the world are there sculptures,
carvings and structures even remotely resembling
those at Tiahuanaco. It is as if the entire civilization,
the entire prehistoric race, had been confined to the
one restricted area about Lake Titicaca, in fact, as
though the people and their civilization had descended
upon this spot from another world, and, as mys-
teriously, had gone back whence they came.
Although for hundreds, thousands of years, Tia-
huanaco has been at the mercy of the elements and
earthquakes; although the Incan people, the wild
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